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Funded by the European Union and conducted by the Turkey Europe Foundation (TAV), SahNe (Early 

Warning System in Combatting Fake News and Hate Speech) project aims to develop early warning 

mechanisms to inform the public and relevant stakeholders about the negative impacts of hate speech 

and fake news. As part of this project, IPS Communication Foundation / bianet identified and analyzed 

examples of hate speech produced in national and local media in Turkey. The analysis covered a four-

month period from November 15, 2023, to March 1, 2024, examining two issues from the first and third 

weeks of each month from 10 newspapers.

We conducted the research by examining news articles from five local newspapers, namely Mersin 

Newspaper (Mersin), Olay Newspaper (Bursa), Günebakış (Trabzon), Yeni Asır (İzmir), and Gazete Ekspres 

(Gaziantep, online), and five national newspapers, namely Yeni Şafak, Sabah, Sözcü, Karar, and Yeni 

Yaşam. To detect hate speech against national, ethnic, and religious identities, migrants and refugees, 

and LGBTI+ people, key terms [1] were identified. This list included the names of the most targeted 

identities in Turkey and associated derogatory terms and insults.

The analysis began by asking whether the produced discourse directly targeted an identity. 

Statements targeting a specific group or the state that did not encompass the entire identity were 

excluded from the report, according to the definition of hate speech [2]. The study examined whether 

the discourse carried aggression towards the targeted identity and whether it repeated existing 

prejudices. In order to protect the freedom of expression rights of those producing the discourse, 

we aimed to assess the impact of the discourse on the targeted identity. Statements that fostered 

discriminatory attitudes and violated the fundamental human rights of the targeted identity, 

hindering their participation in social life, were included in the study as examples of hate speech. 

Our research focused on 66 articles containing the identified keywords. We concluded that 21 out 

of these 66 articles produced hate speech. According to our analysis, in these 21 articles, LGBTI+ 

1]  Selected key words: “Afghan, Alevi, Arab, Atheist, Headscarf, Westerner, Gypsy, Armenian, Yazidi, Non-Muslim, 
Infidel, Reactionary, Immigrant, Crusader, Traitor, Christian, Islam, Infidel, Kurd, Salvation, Refugee, Jewish, Muslim, 
Pakistani, Greek, Romani, Genocide, Syrian, Shia, Turk, Anti-Turk, Jew, Yezid, Bigot, Gay, Lesbian, Transvestite, 
Transsexual, Homosexual, LGBT, LGBTI, LGBTI+, Deviant, Pedophile, Pervert, Fag, Woman, girl, lady, madam, mother, 
grandmother, harassment, rape, assault, violence against women, abuse, frenzy, femicide, husband, wife.”

2]  According to the Council of Europe Committee of Ministers, hate speech encompasses all forms of expression 
that spread, incite, promote, or justify racial hatred, xenophobia, anti-Semitism, or other forms of hatred based on 
intolerance.

Introduction
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people and refugees were each the subject of hate speech five times, Jewish people four times, Greek 

Cypriots three times, Greeks, Arabs, and Russians twice, and Armenians once. This study highlights 

the interaction between the use of hate speech and the political agenda. For example, in the context of 

the Israel-Hamas War, Jewish people became the subject of hate speech, while during the anniversary 

of the 1974 Cyprus Operation, Greek Cypriots and Greeks were targeted. LGBTI+ people and refugees, 

who are frequently targeted in Turkey’s political discourse, were repeatedly targeted through recurring 

narratives.

Half of the articles in which we identified hate speech were found in the national press, while the other 

half were in the local press. When evaluating the national and local press in terms of their access to 

readers and the impact of their discourse, we find that local press articles have the potential to directly 

engage with their readers, whereas national press articles reach a broader audience. [3] Consequently, 

the local press, by establishing a closer relationship with its readers, can have a more pronounced 

impact on them. On the other hand, the national press plays a role in the widespread dissemination of 

hate speech due to its ability to reach a much larger audience.

3] Az, İ., Ensari, P., & Özkan, Ş. (2021). “Hate Speech in the Turkish Print Media: Data from a Decade.” In A. Yılmaz 
(Ed.), Media and Hate Speech - II (p. 105). Istanbul: Hrant Dink Foundation Publications.
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Analysis of Hate Speech
Against Target Groups

In the production of hate speech against Jewish people, the agenda surrounding the Israel-Hamas 

War was influential. We observed that these narratives were supported by incomplete and/or 

distorted historical accounts. 

Although the actions discussed were the responsibility of a group or state policy, the discourse 

produced in the news often held the Jewish identity accountable. 

In a column, the role of Israel and Jewish 

people in the context of the Israel-Hamas 

War is addressed. The headline of the 

article marks the Jewish identity as 

a “problem” for the entire world. The 

continuation of the article also portrays 

the Jewish identity as responsible for 

various global issues. Although the 

examples indicate criticism of different 

countries’ stances on the Israel-Hamas 

War, it is claimed that Jewish people 

are responsible for these stances. The 

expressions in question target the Jewish 

identity, by exaggeration and distortion. 

The perception of Jewish people as a 

“threat” is repeatedly emphasized.

Yeni Şafak, December 4,2023
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In a column, various comments on the worldview 

of the Prophet Muhammad are shared. In these 

comments, it is claimed that there is a dream of 

a world where “even Jews” would live in peace. 

The use of the identity name in this phrase 

carries a derogatory meaning. The way the 

identity name is expressed suggests the idea 

that “Jewish people are not considered worthy 

of living in the envisioned world but are merely 

allowed.” This conveys to the reader the notion 

that “the Jewish identity possesses negative 

qualities,” thereby producing hate speech.

Yeni Şafak, December 4,2023

In the news article, the statement by the 

President of the Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus (TRNC), Ersin Tatar, regarding new 

regulations on land purchases is shared. 

Tatar is quoted as monitoring the land and 

house purchases by Jewish people in the TRNC 

and interpreting this as a security concern. 

This statement portrays the presence and 

property ownership of Jewish people in the 

TRNC as a threat, reinforcing hostility towards 

Jewish people. The sharing of these statements 

without critical commentary in the news 

article reproduces hate speech.

Sabah, December 15, 2023
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In a column, the policies of the Israeli state and 

the stance of the United States are commented 

on in relation to religious beliefs. A statement by 

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu is quoted in the 

article and presented as evidence of

“Jewish terrorism.” 

The state policies of Israel are generalized 

to the Jewish identity. The Jewish identity 

is associated with the term “terror,” which is 

frequently used in the production of hate speech. 

The perception that Jewish people constitute 

a “threat” is reiterated, and hostility towards 

Jewish people is fueled.

Yeni Şafak, November 15, 2023
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In the production of hate speech against Syrians, we observed that the presence of Syrians in 

society is marked as a “threat,” exacerbated by the economic crisis. 

We found that disinformation is used as a significant tool in these news contents to produce hate 

speech against Syrians.

The news article discusses a parliamentary 

question submitted by CHP Gaziantep MP Melih 

Meriç to the Turkish Grand National Assembly. 

In the question, it is claimed that Syrians have 

established dominance in the shoe sector in 

Gaziantep, leading to unfair competition.

The role of Syrians in the sector is emphasized 

more than the problems caused by the economic 

crisis. These claims reinforce prejudices against 

Syrians.

In a news article about a theft incident in 

Bursa, details regarding the apprehension of 

the suspects are shared. Despite the emphasis 

on the individuals being “suspects” and the 

irrelevance of their identity to the incident, the 

term “foreign nationals” is repeatedly used in the 

report. Additionally, the names of the individuals 

are openly shared. The writing methods used 

in this article reinforce existing xenophobia in 

society and the perception that refugees and 

migrants pose a “threat.”

Gazete Ekspres, November 15, 2023 Olay, January 1, 2024
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In a news article about a man killing a woman in 

Bursa, the name of the accused is not explicitly 

mentioned, but it is stated that he is Syrian. 

Despite the irrelevance of the individual’s 

identity to the crime for which he is being tried, 

emphasizing his Syrian identity reinforces the 

perception that Syrians pose a “threat.”

In the news article criticizing Turkey’s economic 

policies, refugees and asylum seekers are 

hierarchically positioned against those with 

citizenship status. The article claims that while 

refugees and asylum seekers can benefit from 

social state policies, citizens cannot. 

The assertion that refugees take advantage 

of social state resources is reinforced by 

claims that they receive unlimited money and 

aid. The creation of this claim with incorrect 

and incomplete information fails to establish 

a rights-based perspective and reinforces 

prejudices against refugees. Additionally, the 

use of the term “illegal” to describe refugees 

and asylum seekers in the article targets them, 

misidentifies their legal status, and strengthens 

the perception that they pose a “threat.”

Olay, January 1, 2024

Karar, November 15, 2023
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In a column evaluating Turkey’s political relations 

with the United States, the historical context 

includes the migration from Syria to Turkey. 

The number of Syrians migrating to Turkey 

is exaggerated, and incorrect information is 

shared. The presence of Syrians in Turkey 

is labeled as a “burden.” The perception that 

Syrians pose a “threat” is reinforced by this 

disinformation.

In the production of hate speech against LGBTI+ people, we observed that the frequently repeated 

perception in Turkey that the existence of LGBTI+ people constitutes a “threat to family and society” 

is reiterated.

In an article titled “A Family-less Society is Being 

Normalized,” the TV series “Aşka Düşman” is 

criticized and described as “enemy of the family.” 

The phrase “normalization of LGBT” in the article 

targets gender identities and sexual orientations 

outside of heteronormativity, solely because of 

their existence. The presence of LGBTI+ people is 

marked as a “threat” to family and society.

Mersin Gazetesi, January 15, 2024

Yeni Şafak, December 4, 2023
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In an article titled “We Will Protect Our Cities and 

Generations from the Drug Plague,” the speech 

of Fatih Erbakan, leader of the Yeniden Refah 

Party, in Kocaeli is discussed. In his speech 

and the article, “drugs and LGBTI+” are linked. 

LGBTI+ people are dehumanized and targeted 

by claiming they pose a “threat” similar to drugs. 

Their existence is labeled as “perversion,” and 

the threat to their existence is reiterated with 

the threat to shut down LGBTI+ rights advocacy 

associations. Although Erbakan’s statements 

are quoted in the article, the report does not 

critically approach these statements, thereby 

reproducing hate speech against LGBTI+ people.

In an article reporting on current exhibitions, 

it is claimed that the “Ortadan Başlamak” 

exhibition, opened by the Istanbul Metropolitan 

Municipality (İBB) in June at Artistanbul Feshane 

in Eyüpsultan, caused reactions due to “LGBT 

and satanism content.” The abbreviation for 

identities outside heteronormativity is used 

negatively in the article. Prejudices against the 

existence of LGBTI+ people are fueled.

Gazete Ekspres, March 1, 2024

Yeni Şafak, January 1, 2024
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In an article psychiatrist-author Mustafa Merter’s 

book “Hekaton’la Son Tango” is discussed with 

the author’s comments. The author describes 

gender identities and sexual orientations outside 

of heteronormativity as a “threat” to humanity. 

This comment is presented in the headline 

without quotation marks. The news article 

reproduces hate speech against LGBTI+ people 

by conveying statements that target them 

without any critical commentary.

In an article, an expert’s views on the role of 

the TikTok platform in the lives of children and 

young people are discussed. While the attention 

is drawn to the use of gender identity roles to 

gain popularity on the platform, practices visible 

on TikTok that are claimed not to conform to 

societal gender roles are labeled as “extreme.” 

It is suggested that children and young people 

who are visible through these practices could 

be subject to abuse. The visibility of gender 

identities and sexual orientations outside of 

heteronormativity is marked as a threat.

Yeni Şafak, December 15, 2023

Karar, December 4, 2023
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In the production of hate speech against Greek Cypriots, we observed that, during the Independence 

Day of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), the responsibility for past events was 

attributed to the Greek Cypriot identity. The Greek Cypriot identity was associated with violence, 

reinforcing negative stereotypes and prejudices.

In the news article covering the speech by 

Minister of National Defense Yaşar Güler during 

the ceremony for the Independence Day of the 

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC), 

Güler addresses the Cyprus Issue by targeting 

the Greek Cypriot identity. The responsibility 

for the events is attributed to the Greek Cypriot 

identity, which is associated with actions such as 

“usurpation and intimidation.” By conveying these 

statements without a critical perspective, the 

article reproduces hate speech against Greek 

Cypriots.

In a news article covering the 49th anniversary of 

the Cyprus Operation, excerpts from interviews 

with some of the participants of the operation 

are shared. While explaining the reasons for 

the operation, the responsibility for the events 

in Cyprus is attributed not to state policies 

but to the Greek Cypriot identity. The Greek 

Cypriot identity is associated with “cruelty,” 

and the hostility constructed through historical 

narratives against Greek Cypriots is reiterated.

Gazete Ekspres, November 15, 2023

Mersin Gazetesi, January 15, 2024
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The news article covers the speech of the Consul 

General of the Turkish Republic of Northern 

Cyprus, Zalihe Mendeli, on the occasion of the 

Republic Day on November 15. In her speech, the 

responsibility for the events in Cyprus is attributed 

to Greek Cypriot and Greek identities. These 

identities are targeted by being associated with 

“oppression and violence.” The reproduction of 

these statements without quotation marks and 

without any critical commentary in the article 

results in the perpetuation of hate speech.

Mersin Gazetesi, November 15, 2023
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In one of the examples where we identified hate speech against Russians, we observed that the 

responsibility for the actions of a group was attributed to the Russian identity, and the identity 

was associated with crime.

In a column, the phrase “the sinful traces of the 

Crusader, the Russian, and the Greek” is used, 

referencing historical narratives. This phrase 

attributes the responsibility for actions during 

past wars to these identities. Such language 

reinforces hostility towards these identities by 

associating them with crime.

The news article covers the highlights of a 

speech by İYİ Party Trabzon MP on the occasion 

of the 106th anniversary of the end of the War 

of Independence in Trabzon, delivered in the 

Turkish Grand National Assembly. In the speech, 

historical narratives are used to attribute the 

responsibility for the actions of a group to the 

Russian identity, and Russians are associated 

with violence. By sharing this statement in 

the article without any modification or critical 

perspective, hate speech is reproduced.

Mersin Gazetesi, January 15, 2024

Günebakış, March 1, 2024
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In one of the examples where we identified hate speech against Arabs, we observed that the actions 

of a group were generalized and attributed to the entire Arab identity. 

In one of the examples where we identified hate speech against Armenians, we observed that 

historical narratives were used to produce hate speech.

The news article covers incidents that 

occurred during the Super Cup held in Saudi 

Arabia. It reports on the allegation that a group 

entered Fenerbahçe’s locker room and took 

the players’ banners. The actions of this group 

are generalized to the entire Arab identity. The 

phrase “Arabs are looking to cause trouble” in 

the article marks the Arab identity as a “threat.” 

This language fuels prejudices against Arabs by 

associating them with crime.

In a column, the author discusses stories heard 

during childhood. In the narrative, the actions of 

a group are generalized to the Armenian identity, 

and Armenians are associated with “cruelty.”

This language targets Armenians with hate 

speech related to historical events, reinforcing 

hostility towards them.

Sözcü, January 1, 2024

Mersin Gazetesi, March 1, 2024
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In the analyzed news articles, we observed that the same methods are frequently used in the 

production of hate speech. The recurrence of these similar methods suggests that editorial choices 

are often decisive. Particularly in news articles focusing on historical narratives, the lack of clear 

specification of the parties involved in the events and the generalization of a group’s actions to an 

entire identity frequently reinforce prejudices against targeted identities. Associating various events 

and actions with individuals’ identities, even when their identities have no relation to the incidents, and 

using negative adjectives to mark identities as “threats” fuel societal polarization. To avoid producing 

hate speech through these methods, it is important to directly point out the responsible parties of the 

events and avoid generalizing an incident or action to an entire identity. It is important to emphasize 

that individuals’ identities are not connected to the events in question.

The direct transmission of hate speech content in the statements and narratives covered in news 

articles leads to the spread of these narratives. To prevent the reproduction of hate speech in news 

articles, it is necessary to critically evaluate the transmitted expressions, asking the question, “Does 

it target an identity?” To avoid targeting an identity, it is important to refrain from directly transmitting 

negative adjectives and incorrect information and to share information only after verification. By 

following these methods, the media can indicate that they do not support the transmitted expressions 

and can prevent the reproduction of hate speech.

The choices made while forming the language of news articles are crucial in avoiding targeting identities 

with these methods and in constructing an inclusive language. As seen in the examples and methods 

identified in this study, the media plays a significant role in the spread of discriminatory language. We 

emphasize that the language used in the media is not independent of social life, and that discriminatory 

language in the media further increases polarisation in society, thus carrying a great responsibility. 

We hope this study raises awareness of the media’s role in producing discriminatory discourse and 

contributes to the spread of a rights-based news language.
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