LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL MOVEMENTS IN THE

FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF GEZI AND TURKEY PROTESTS

One year has passed since the protests that
spread all over Turkey. This seems to be the right
time to evaluate our lessons and experiences of
the protest. When thinking about Gezi, the spirit
of solidarity, the belief that things will never

be the same again, that everyone will take a
lesson from this process of transformation and
change prevail. Furthermore, with the protests
expectations arose for a more democratic and
accountable country with a view to corruption,

a country in which people protect their cities.
Therefore it is important to understand the

scope and depth of the protests in Turkey in the
summer of 2013. What were the demands of this
resistance? Why did the protestors go out in the
streets? Who were the bearers of the protests

in different cities of Turkey? What did the
protestors aim at and what did they reach out of
their actions in the end?

Such as Turkey, the neighboring countries
are also experiencing similar protests. Although
different in the nature of demands, these protests
are alike in such aspects as the participants to
the protests and the forms of protest. In the
new protests, the role of the old and deep rooted
civil society organizations seems to have been
less important. The protests are mainly run by
those who are on the street for the first time.
Civil society organizations seem to be no longer
appealing for the new protest groups. New and
different ways of protesting have emerged.
Neither in Turkey nor in the other countries a
consensus could be reached among the actors
actively involved in the protests and the “old
school” civil society organizations and political
parties about how to ensure the sustainability of
the protests.

According to the dominant belief, the

main burden of the 2013 protests was carried

by the unorganized groups of young people.

Have these people tried to join the existing
political organizations? How do they see these
organizations? Are they proposing alternative
ways of protesting? Are there channels that link
the organized and unorganized groups? What are
possible common experiences or lessons? What
do all these questions tell us about the future?
How accurate is it to speak about an unorganized
new generation?

The facts that the majority of the protestors
in Turkey were women and that the LGBTI
movement activists were among the main bearers
of the actions had an impact not only on the
forms of the actions but also on the awareness,
discussion and rejection of homophobic and sexist
discourses including hate speech. Visibility of
the woman and LGBTI activists is said to have a
significant role in the weakening of the sexist and
homophobic attitude in the society. Whether this
process of solidarity and mutual understanding
managed to continue or not can be understood by
looking at how far the sensitivity toward gender
problems has been reflected in the discourses as
well as the organization and activity methods of
the activists and the civil society organizations.

At this conference we want to find answers
to these questions with the aim of strengthening
the social movements, supporting their
sustainability and acting together - in Turkey
and other countries. We will discuss together
with the participants to the protests as well as
representatives of the “old” civil society and
political organizations.
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17. Ucan Siipiirge Uluslararasi Kadin Filmleri Festivali
kapsaminda acilan "Direnisin Kadinlar" fotograf sergisi
konferans boyunca sergilenecektir.

The photo exhibition “Women of Resistance” which is
also a part of 17th Flying Broom International Women's
Film Festival can be visited at the conference venue.

Konferansa katilim iicretsizdir. Konferans sirasinda
Tiirkce / Ingilizce simultane terciime olacaktir.

Participation is free of charge. Simultaneous
interpretation will be provided in English and Turkish
throughout the conference.
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GEZi VE TURKIYE PROTESTOLARININ YILDONUMUNDE

YEREL VE ULUSLARARASI HAREKETLER

Gezi Parki protestolari ile baslayan ve Tiirkiye
geneline yayilan eylemlerin lizerinden bir yil
gecti. Bu protestonun bize dgrettikleri ve
kazandirdigi deneyimler dogrultusunda bir
degerlendirme yapmak igin uygun bir zaman.
Gezi’den sonra akilda kalan ve en ¢ok konusulan
konular arasinda Gezi’deki dayanismaci ruh,
artik hicbir seyin eskisi gibi olmayacadi inanci
ve herkesin bu stirecten dontisiim ve degisim
adina bir seyler ¢ikaracadi idi. Eylemlerle
birlikte yolsuzluklardan hesap soran, yasadig
kente sahip ¢ikan, daha demokratik bir tlke
beklentisi olusmustu. Bu baglamda Tiirkiye’de
2013 yazinda ortaya ¢ikan protestonun
kapsamini ve derinligini anlamak énemlidir.
Direnigin talepleri nelerdi? Protestocular
neden sokada ¢ikmisti? Tiirkiye’de gesitli
illerde meydana gelen protestolarin tasiyicilari
kimlerdi? Protestocularin amaglari ve
eylemlerinin sonuglari ne oldu?

Turkiye’de oldugu gibi, komsu Ulkelerde de
benzer protestolar meydana geldi. Bu protesto
hareketlerinin talepleri her ne kadar farkl
olsa da, protestolara katilanlar ve protesto
bicimleri acisindan benzerlik gdstermektedir.
Yeni protesto hareketlerinde eski ve kokli sivil
toplum 6rgltlerinin ve siyasi 6rgiitlerin rolii
daha az 6nemliymis, ilk defa protesto amagh
sokaga ¢ikanlar basi cekmis, sivil toplum
orgiitleri yeni protesto glgleri/gruplari igin
cazibesini yitirmis gibi bir izlenim olustu.

Yeni protesto ve drglitlenme bicimleri daha
fazla vurgulanir oldu. Ancak hem Tiirkiye’de
hem de bagka Ulkelerde protestolarda yer
alan ve onu yonlendiren aktorler ile “'eski”
sivil toplum orgitleri ve siyasi orgltler
arasinda protestolarin siirdlrebilirliginin nasil
saglanabilecedini konusunda bir uzlasmaya
variimig degil.

Hakim olan gdrilise gdre 2013 yili
protestolarinin esas yiikiiniin daha ¢ok
orgiitlli olmayan ve geng kesimler tarafindan

tagindigidir. Bu protestolara katilanlar daha
sonra var olan siyasi orgiitlere katiimayi
denediler mi? Bu 6rgltlere nasil bakiyorlar?
Alternatif protesto bigimleri 6neriyorlar mi?
Orguitlii olan ve 6rgiitlii olmayan kesim arasinda
bir bag ve bu kesimlerin birbirinden 6grendigi
ya da 6grenebilecedi deneyimler var mi? Ayri ve
farkli tabanlardan séz edilebilir mi? Tim bunlar
gelecege yonelik bize neler soyliiyor? Yeni ve
6rgltli olmayan bir nesilden bahsetmek ne
kadar dogru?

Protestolarda kadinlarin gogunlukta olmasi
ve LGBTI hareketi aktivistlerinin eylemlerin ana
bilesenlerinden biri olmasi, eylem bigimlerini
etkilemeleri, cinsiyetgilik ve nefret iceren,
homofobik soylemlerin eylemlerde mercek altina
alinmasinda, tartisiimasinda ve reddedilmesinde
etkili olmustur. Ayrica kadin ve LGBTI hareketi
aktivistlerinin gérliniir olmasinin toplumdaki
cinsiyetci ve homofobik tavrin zayiflamasinda
biiylik rol oynadigr séyleniyor. Bu dayanisma
ve birbirini anlamaya calisma siirecinin Gezi
sonrasl devam edip etmedigi, toplumsal cinsiyet
sorunlarina karsi duyarlihgin aktivistler ve sivil
toplum 6rgltlerinin diline, 6rgiit ve faaliyet
bicimlerine ne kadar yansidigina bakilarak
anlagilabilir.

Konferansimizda, cesitli tilkelerde oldugu
gibi TUrkiye’de de sosyal hareketler, protesto
hareketleri ve sivil toplum drgltlerinin
stirdiirebilirligi, birlikteligi ve giiclendirilmesine
yonelik bu tir sorulara cevap vermeye
cahisilacaktir. Masaya yatirdigimiz sorular
hem protestolara katilan 6rgltlli olmayan
kesimlerin gérisleri hem de mevcut sivil toplum
6rgltlerinin ve siyasi orgltlerin temsilcilerinin
gorisleri ile birlikte tartisilacaktir.

Saygilarimizla,
Heinrich Boll Stiftung Dernegi Tlrkiye
Temsilciligi

24 Mayis Cumartesi
09.00-09.20 Kayit

09.20-09.30 Acihs Konusmasi, Ulrike Dufner,
Heinrich Béll Stiftung Dernegi

09.30-12.00 Birinci Panel:
Tiirkiye’deki Aktivistlerin
Perspektifi ve Talepleri

Istanbul, Derya Karadad, Mimar

Antakya, Hatice Can, Avukat

KKayseri, Hatem Goksu, Avukat

Diyarbakir, M. Emin Aktar, Avukat

Ankara, Mehmet Mutlu, 0DTU

Moderatér: Ismail Saymaz, Radikal Gazetesi

12.00-13.00 Yemek Arasi

13.00-15.30 ikinci Panel:
Uluslararasi Aktivistlerin
Perspektifi ve Talepleri
italya, Annalena Di Giovanni, Cambridge
Universitesi
Yunanistan, Christos Giovanopoulos, Herkes Icin
Dayanisma ve Syntagma Meydani Halk Meclisi
Ispanya, Pablo Gallego, Real Democracy Now Eski
Sozclisti
Bosna-Hersek, Mirela Griinther-Decevic, Heinrich
Béll Stiftung
Hirvatistan, Tomislav Tomasevic, Heinrich Béll
Stiftung
Moderator: Foti Benlisoy, Arastirmaci-Yazar

15.30-16.00 Cay-Kahve Arasi

16.00-18.30  Ugiincii Panel:

Yeni Siyasi Aktorler

ve Eylem Bicimleri
Antikapitalist Mislimanlar, Ozgiir Kazim Kivang
Besiktas Taraftari, Ozgiir Ergiin
Yel Degirmeni izlenimleri, Cihan Cabuk
Bosna Yurttas Meclisi, Svjetlana Nedimovic
Moderator: Begiim Ozden Firat, Mimar Sinan
Universitesi

19.00-20.00 Film Gosterimleri
20.00-22.00 Kokteyl ve Konser

25 Mayis Pazar

10.00-12.00 Dérdiincii Panel:
Protestolar, Toplumsal
Hareketler ve Sivil Toplum
Orgiitleri
Balkan Ulkelerinde Protestolar ve Sivil Toplum,
Vedran Horvet, Heinrich Béll Stiftung
Sivil Toplum Orgiitleri Goziinden Tiirkiye
Protestolarindan Dersler, Hilal Atici, Greenpeace
LGBTI Bakisiyla Gezi ve Sivil Toplum, Erdal
Demirdag, SPOD
Kadin Bakistyla Gezi ve Sivil Toplum, Selime
Biiyiikgdze, Istanbul Feminist Kollektif
Gezi, Kent ve Gevre Miicadelesi, Hatice Kursuncu,
Sehir Plancis
Moderator: Seda Alp, Esit Haklar I¢in izleme
Dernegi

12.00-13.00 Yemek Arasi

13.00-15.00 Besinci Panel:
Toplumsal Hareketler ve Siyasi
Partiler
Cumhuriyet Halk Partisi, Melda Onur
Yesiller ve Sol Gelecek Partisi, Sevil Turan
Halklarin Demokratik Partisi, Hasip Kaplan
insan Haklari Savunucusu, Ayhan Bilgen
Moderatdr: Mehves Evin, Milliyet Gazetesi

15.00-15.15 Gay-Kahve Arasi

15.15-18.15 Kapanig Forumu:
Uluslararasi Yeni Toplumsal
Hareketler ve Sivil Toplum
*Gezi ve dlinya deneyimleri sivil eylemliligimizde
neyi degistirdi?
*Bundan sonra ne olabilir, neler dngérilyoruz, hedef
ve stratejilerimiz ne olabilir?
*Son bir yil deneyimini siyasete nasil ve neyle
yansitabiliriz?

Moderatorler: Nazik Isik, Esit Yasam Dernegi
Nejat Tastan, Esit Haklar Icin izleme Dernegi

Saturday, 24 May 2014
09.00-09.20 Registration

09.20-09.30 Opening remarks, Ulrike Dufner,
Heinrich Béll Stiftung

09.30-12.00 First Panel:
The Perspective and Demands of
the Activists in Turkey

Istanbul, Derya Karadag, Architect

Antakya, Hatice Can, Lawyer

Kayseri, Hatem Goksu, Lawyer

Diyarbakir, M. Emin Aktar, Lawyer

Ankara, Mehmet Mutlu, METU University

Moderator: ismail Saymaz, Radikal Newspaper

12.00-13.00 Lunch Break

13.00-15.30 Second Panel:
The Perspective and Demands of
International Activists
[taly, Annalena Di Giovanni, Cambridge University,
Greece, Christos Giovanopoulos, People's Assembly
of Syntagma Square and Solidarity for All
Spain, Pablo Gallego, Former Spokesperson Real
Democracy Now!
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Mirela Gruenther-Decevic,
Heinrich Béll Stiftung

Sunday, 25 May 2014

10.00-12.00 Fourth Panel:
Protests, Social Movements and
Civil Society Organizations
Protests and Civil Society in Balkan Countries, Vedran
Horvat, Heinrich Boll Stiftung
Lessons from the Viewpoint of Civil Society
Organizations in Turkey, Hilal Atici, Greenpeace
Turkey Protest and Civil Society from an LGBTI
Perspective, Erdal Demirdad, SPOD
Turkey Protest and Civil Society from Women's
Perspective, Selime Bilyiikgdze, Istanbul Feminist
Collective
Turkey Protests, A Struggle for Urban and
Environment Protection, Hatice Kursuncu, Urban
Planner
Moderator: Seda Alp, Association for Monitoring
Equal Rights

12.00-13.00  Lunch Break

13.00-15.00 Fifth Panel:
Social Movements and
Political Parties
Republican People’s Party, Melda Onur
The Greens and Left for the Future Party, Sevil
Turan

Croatia, Tomislav Tomasevic, Heinrich Béll Stiftung Peoples’ Democratic Party, Hasip Kaplan

Moderator: Foti Benlisoy, Researcher-Author
15.30-16.00 Tea-Coffee Break

16.00-18.30 Third Panel:

New Political Actors and

Types of Action
Anti-capitalist Muslims, Ozgiir Kazim Kivang
Besiktas Football Fan, Ozgiir Ergiin
Impressions from Yel Dedirmeni, Cihan Gabuk
Sarajevo Citizen Plenum, Svjetlana Nedimovic
Moderator: Begiim Ozden Firat, Mimar Sinan
University

19.00-20.00 Film Screening
20.00-22.00 Cocktails and Concert

Human Rights Defender, Ayhan Bilgen
Moderator: Mehves Evin, Milliyet Newspaper

15.00-15.15 Tea-Coffee Break

15.15-18.15 Closing Forum:
International New Social
Movements and Civil Society
*How did the experiences of Gezi and similar events
in and outside of your country changed your civil
activism?
*\What is next, what should we expect, what goals
and strategies we might think of?
*How can we reflect the last year's experience to
politics and with which means?

Moderators: Nazik Isik, Equal Life Association
Nejat Tastan, Association for Monitoring Equal
Rights



