A — Subject:

A fact-check report comprising field research, exploration, detection and interviews,
focusing on the claim that two citizens, Servet TURGUT and Osman SiBAN, were
thrown off a military helicopter on 11 September 2020. TURGUT and SIBAN were
detained in Siirik (Yogurtlu), a hamlet connected to Ciglica Village within the rural
region between Catak district of Van and Beytiissebap district of Sirnak, during a
military operation and were then taken into a helicopter. TURGUT died on the 30+

after 20 days in coma, and SIBAN survived with injuries.
B — Method:

To research this subject, independent deputy for Istanbul and journalist Ahmet Sik,

and his colleague Yilmaz Ruhi Demir, have chronologically proceeded as follows:

On Thursday, 22 October 2020, an exploration into the hamlet of Siirik and the

region was made together with lawyers and a villager.

On Friday, 23 October 2020, interviews were conducted in the city of Van with the
legal representatives of individuals who had knowledge concerning the allegations,

along with many witnesses and victims.

The requests to speak to the authorities, among which are the Governor of Van, the
Regiment Commander of Van Gendarmerie, the Chief Public Prosecutor of Van, and

the prosecutor working on the case, were all rejected.

On Tuesday, 27 October 2020, interviews were conducted with witnesses and
individuals with knowledge of the case, and with Osman SIBAN, who was taken by
his relatives to Mersin after surviving the detention with injuries.

C — The Conduct of Authorities

Requests to speak to officials including Mehmet Emin BILMEZ (Governor of Van),
Brigadier General Yiiksel YIGIT (Commander of Van Gendarmerie), Oguzhan



DONMEZ (Chief Public Prosecutor of Van) and the prosecutor working on the case
Ismail KOKER, were rejected.

In response to the appointment requests, the private secretary of Governor Mehmet
Emin BILMEZ wanted to know how long Ahmet SIK would stay in Van, and he
later phoned to tell that the Governor was going to be in Ercig the entire day and

therefore was not available.

The request to meet the Chief Public Prosecutor Oguzhan DONMEZ was made
through his private secretary, but was left unanswered. On 23 October 2020, Ahmet
Sik attempted to visit DONMEZ in his office, but he was turned away by the
prosecutor’s private secretary who claimed that “the prosecutor was busy” and that

they would call Ahmet Sik later. No calls were made.

Ismail KOKER, the public prosecutor working on the case, responded to the
appointment request by saying: “I am currently in a deposition, call me in the
afternoon”. However, he did not answer further attempts to contact him on his
phone. On 23 October 2020, Ahmet Sik attempted to visit KOKER in his office, but he

was not there.

The request to survey the hamlet of Stirik, where the detention took place, was

*kk%k

rejected by the **** on the grounds that “the region was not safe”.

On 23 October 2020, Brigadier General Yiiksel YIGIT (Commander of Van
Gendarmerie), was contacted through his sergeant by Ahmet Sik’s parliamentary
secretary for an appointment. Later on, S1k’s secretary was contacted in the belief that
Sik was a deputy for either AKP or MHP, and was asked about his arrival details and
whether he would need a car at the airport. Half an hour after being informed by
Sik’s secretary that he was already in Van, the sergeant called to say that the
Brigadier General was not in his post, and therefore was not available for an

appointment.

D - The Location of the Incident



The location from where the two citizens were detained by soldiers during an
operation is the hamlet of Stirik (Yogurtlu), connected to Ciglica Village between
Catak district of Van and Beytiigsebap district of Sirnak. The road from Van to Siirik
is through the Bitlis-Van main road to the south of Van. Continuing in the direction
of Gevas, 80 kilometres of tarmac road, then after the centre of Catak District, another
20 kilometres of broken road, and then 57 kilometres of unpaved dirt road and

dented mountain paths are travelled to reach Siirik.
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According to the villagers, the hamlet of Siirik consisted of 30 related households

before their forced eviction in 1989.

While those who lived in the immediate region of Siirik and its neighbouring village,

Andigen, and the kogerler (nomads), used to live on agriculture and livestock, a new



system of village guardship was introduced in 27 June 1985. After the villagers in
Stiirik and in neighbouring villages refused the imposition of this new system in 1989,
all the villages were forcefully evicted and homes and shelters were damaged.

Subsequenty, access to the plateaus was banned.

On 29 September 2016, following a slight improvement in the conditions, Servet
TURGUT and his relative Tajdin KAYA, applied to the Beytiissebap Disctrict
Governorship for a special permit to rebuild shelters and to work their land at their

own cost, without knowing what would eventually come out of this.

! https://serbestiyet.com/ozel-haber/ozel-haber-helikopterden-atildigi-iddia-edilen-servet-turgutun-oglu-
otlarini-bicmeye-gitti-simdi-yogun-bakimdaa-41602/



Following the consideration of this application by the Beytiissebap District
Gendarmerie, villagers were granted a special permit to work their land from the end
of May to the end of October.

Servet TURGUT and his relatives stated that they have been working these lands for
the past 4 years, and that they have also rented out the lands they inherited to the

kogers who raised livestock.
E — The profiles of the citizens

Osman SIBAN is 50 years old and has 8 children. After the forced eviction of their

village, he moved with his family to Mersin, where he works as a tradesman.

Servet TURGUT, although it is said in his identity registry that he was 55, he was
actually 64 years old and had 7 children and 3 grandchildren. After the forced
eviction of their village, he first moved with his family to central Van, then to Mersin,

and a few years later to Van Edremit.
F — Background to the event

On 8 September 2020, Ministry of Interior announced that 70 task forces with a total

of 1040 personnel employed by Van Gandermarie Command, comprising Village



Guards, Gendarmerie Commandos, Gendarmerie Special Forces (JOH), Police
Special Forces (POH), started conducting an operation called “Y1ldirim-10 Norduz”

in the rural areas surrounding Van.
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On 10 September 2020, Governor of Van announced that during the operations,
weapons, ammunition, and life supplies belonging to the PKK members were

captured in the shelters near Van’s Giilpinar district.
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On 11 September 2020, the Ministry of Interior announced that following the air-
supported operations in the rural areas surrounding the Catak district of Van, a
search was carried out in the region and a clash began which resulted in

Gendarmerie Special Forces killing three PKK members.:

On 11 September 2020 at 09.25, the Ministry of National Defence’s Twitter account
released a message of condolence for the soldiers Gendarmerie Lieutenant
Commander Mahmut TOP and Gendarmarie Special Sergants Yusuf UYAR and

Sezer UCAR, who were martyred in the same clash.:
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On 24 September 2020, Minister of Interior Siileyman SOYLU attended a television
programme on TGRT Haber and announced that bombings by F-16s were carried
out in the region where the soldiers were martyred, and that the following morning a
search was conducted in the belief that there may be killed individuals. During the
search, PKK members were found in a cave and clashes began. SOYLU said: “Our
three martyred friends neutralized two terrorists in the cave, but there was a third in

the corner of the cave and he martyred our three friends: our Staff Sergeant,

4 https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/turkiye/vanin-catak-ilcesi-kirsalinda-cikan-catismada-3-terorist-etkisiz-hale-
getirildi/1969864
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Sergeant, and Lieutenant. Then the terrorist escapes and the operations widen. He is

caught in the riverbed, clashes continue, and he is killed”
G - The Development of the Event / Records:

Servet TURGUT and Osman SIBAN, were detained following these clashes which
resulted in the deaths of three PKK members and three soldiers. On the day of the

incident, 13 people, including children, were present in the village.
H - The events according to the witnesses

The villagers said that on 11 September 2020 at around 05.00, they woke up for the
morning prayers and heard a big explosion that shook their homes. Half an hour
after the explosion, when the sun began to rise, they saw many helicopters, some
flying, some landing in the region, which is approximately 1.3 kilometres away
according to Google Earth (All locations, distances and regions are visible in the

interactive map in the related link)-.
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Later, the villagers began carrying out their day-to-day work. Around noon, a
helicopter landed near Osman SIBAN’s home and dropped off 20 soldiers fully
equipped with camouflages and weapons. After the helicopter took off again,
villagers said that the soldiers “have gathered all the villagers and made them kneel on the
ground. While checking our identification, they asked as questions like: ‘Do terrorists come
here?’, "Who comes here?’, "Are you assisting the terrorists?’. They said: “We are angry. We
are in pain. Our Lieutenant is martyred. We'll take it out on you’. And they smacked a few
people. We offered our condolences, we said: “You are soldiers and we are citizens, but the
Lieutenant was our commander too. Your martyr is our martyr. No one comes here. We are

minding our own business’ but they still acted with rage.”

The villagers said that the after making threats, the soldiers have dispersed on foot
into the region and the villagers returned to their work. Servet TURGUT parted
from the villagers and went to the plateau (which is approximately 700 meters away

according to Google Earth) to put his hays in sacks.

The villagers were confronted again by the soldiers around 16.00-17.00

° https://demokrasiicinbirlik.com/2020/10/23/demokrasi-icin-birlik-van-raporu/



Osman SIBAN, who was interviewed by Ahmet Sik, recounts the events as follows:»

“I was in front of my own home, together with the kids, having tea. I don’t fully
remember but I think it was around 4-5 in the afternoon. I saw that they were
bringing Servet Turgut. Two soldiers were in his two arms, and another soldier was
pointing his gun at Servet’s back. They had put something like a sack on Servet’s
head. Speaking to myself, I said: "These are very dangerous soldiers. Why have they
done this?’. 1 was afraid, they were coming at me. At a distance of about 100-150
meters, they started yelling: ‘Who is Osman SIBAN?’. I was having tea outside. I
dropped the glass upon hearing my name and seeing Servet like that. I raised my
hand: ‘I am Osman SIBAN'. ‘Come here’, they said. I stood up when they came to me.
They removed the sack from Servet’s head. They asked ‘Servet TURGUT, is this
Osman SIBAN?’. Servet said ‘Yes’. They continued yelling: ‘Tell the truth, is this
Osman SIBAN?’. They asked this for three times. Later they asked for my identity
card, I gave it. He looked at the card, and pointing to Servet TURGUT, he asked me if
I knew him. I said “Yes, he is Servet TURGUT, he is my nephew, how can I not know

him’. They told me to go with them, and 4-5 soldiers caught me in the arms. I turned

10 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8p-DUddPfbQ (Osman Siban’s narration was recorded with the
knowledge and consent of himself and his family).



to my kids and said: ‘Don’t be afraid, they’ll send me back, I'll come back’. They took

us to where the hays were.”

When asked about why the soldiers detained him only after asking
specifically for his name, Osman SIBAN said:

“There were kogers (nomads) around the region where the clashes happened.
The soldiers asked the kogers: “‘Where did you come from, who brought you here?’.
And the Koger said ‘Osman gave this land to me’. That’s how they knew my name. |
am the owner of this village, I am a homeowner here. These are my grandfather’s
lands. I won’t be disrespectful to the place. We own the title deeds. Kogers told: “We
rented this land from Osman, and paid him. We are not here without permission. The
land belongs to Osman’. They gave my name. And when the soldier asked ‘Where is
Osman?’, they directed him to our village. The soldiers break up in two groups, one
group goes across this deep river, and the other one comes to our village. They see
Servet on top of the hill near our Village. Servet was sewing his sacks with his needle,
his ‘sujin’ as we call it. He was sewing the mouth of the sack. I don’t know what they
did to him, maybe they beat him up, and then said *Show us Osman’, and they
brought him to the village.”

Some villagers who witnessed these events started following their relatives who
were being detained by the soldiers. After about 300 metres, they were threatened by
the soldiers and they went up on a hill at the end of the village, which is about 400
meters from the village, and they started watching from there. The soldiers took
TURGUT and SIBAN to the place where the hays were stacked, and where other
soldiers were waiting. The villagers said that “The soldiers made a fire, they created
some smoke”, which means that the soldiers were signalling to the helicopters for
their evacuation. The villagers said that the soldiers were beating TURGUT and
SIBAN while waiting for the helicopter.

Cengiz Siban, who witnessed his brother’s detention, said that the soldiers first

arrived in the village on 11 September 2020 at noon time:

“A helicopter landed to the back of Osman’s house. All of the village and its

surrounding areas were full of soldiers. They asked us “‘Who comes here?’, ‘How many



people live in this village?’. We are two or three families here. We said we come here
every May and leave in September or October. They asked us if there were other people
coming. We said: “We don’t know. There are nomads and dairy farmers everywhere.
They come in Spring. They come here in March and May and they stay around until
Autumn’. They hit some of us in the meantime. Then they left. At around 5 in the
afternoon, they brought in Servet. Two soldiers were in his two arms, and another
soldier was pointing his gun at Servet’s back. There was a white cloth on his head,
which they removed when they brought him to the village. A soldier said: “Who is
Osman?’, and he (Osman) was drinking tea. He raised his hand to say ‘It’s me’, and
they brought Servet next to him. They asked Servet and Osman to identify each other
for a few times. Osman said ‘Yes, he is my nephew’. After looking at his identity card,
they forcibly detained him. They pushed him, kicking him on the way. They were
about 200 meters ahead of us. I followed them. I said ‘come, these soldiers furious’. On
the hill near the end of the village, the soldiers told us to turn away. We were four
people. Osman’s wife, me, and their two kids. When we reached the hill, they reached
where the hays stood. We watched them from the hill. They made a fire, a signal. In
less than 10 minutes a helicopter landed there. They circled Osman and Servet, there
were about 15-20 soldiers. Some of them got into the helicopter, and they threw
Osman and Servet in there too. Many soldiers remained outside. The helicopter took
off after taking them. Then it started to get darker and we couldn’t see anything
clearly. No other helicopter arrived. Some soldiers stayed there, on those hills, across
from our village. On the third day the operations finished. It was the 14*. I mounted
on a horse to go to a nearby settlement where I could have cell phone reception, it takes
about two to three hours. I talked to my brothers on the phone and they told me that
‘Both Servet and Osman are in intensive care units in Van Training Research
Hospital’. I was shocked. I said ‘How could this be? They were healthy before being
taken. They took them from us.” I wanted to go to Van from there, but I decided
against it thinking that the family would become anxious and sad. I returned to the
village to gather the people. We arranged for a car which arrived at midnight. We
went to the hospital in Van. They didn’t let us see them. There were civilian soldiers,

police. Our relatives were there as well””

The helicopter which took Servet TURGUT and Osman SIBAN is believed to have
flew in the direction of Van Gendarmerie, which is approximately 90 kilometres from

the village according to Google Earth in terms of air distance.
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It is understood from a delivery receipt report dated to 02 October 2020 that Siban
was taken to the Gendarmerie and his personal belongings were delivered to his
lawyer Jinda Ruges KOCAK.
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Osman SIBAN recounts what happened in the helicopter following his detainment

as follows:

“They took us to the hays. Then I saw a helicopter landing. They beat us and took us
into the helicopter. A few soldiers got into the helicopter but many of them remained
outside. I don’t remember clearly but there were around 20 soldiers in the helicopter.
Neither at the village, nor in the helicopter have they charged us with anything. I was
looking at one of them when he punched me in the face. "You can’t look. You can’t
speak. You can’t look around’. He continued hitting me in the face. They were hitting

Servet too. They punched me in the face many times in the helicopter. There were two



corpses in the helicopter; PKK members. They were put in something like a sack
(corpse bag). They uncovered one of them and showed his face to me, saying to me:
“You know him’. I didn’t know him, I said ‘I don’t know who this is’. They started
beating me again. They beat me so hard that my head fell on the body bag. They were
speaking on radio transmitters and I heard a voice saying ‘Bring them to the military
post’. We didn’t talk with Servet in the helicopter. I saw that he was being punched
too. I didn’t see much of the rest because our heads were looking down, they beat us so
hard in the helicopter. I heard that a soldier, I don’t know if he was the commander,
was telling the others that they shouldn’t beat ‘this old man, this old man will die’,
they were speaking of Servet.”

According to Osman SIBAN, after being beaten in the helicopter they were taken to

the Van Gendarmerie Military Post, and there was a large group of soldiers waiting

for them.




SIBAN says that they did not see the 100-150 soldiers waiting for them on the

ground until they were pushed off the helicopter, and that was when the lynching,
which killed Servet TURGUT, and put SIBAN in a coma, began.

“The helicopter landed. All of the soldiers got out. I looked around, we weren’t off the
helicopter yet. I looked outside and saw a lot of soldiers, maybe around 100-150. They
were fully equipped, waiting for us. They were armed. One of them said ‘Bring those
terrorists here’. Two soldiers came in, they first threw off the corpses, and then they
threw us off too. They pushed us behind our back. Servet and I fell on the concrete
ground. We were on the ground. One of the soldiers said “This terrorist is alive’. And
then those 100-150 soldiers came at us. Punches, kicks... I swear, they dragged us on
the ground. There were 10, 20 soldiers for each of us. All of them were beating us. I
don’t know what they did to us. I don’t know what they did to me. They threw us on
the ground, and they came up on us. They stamped my head. They beat us both in and
out of the helicopter. While beating, they were telling us that we were terrorists. We
are villagers, we are citizens. But we are called terrorists too. I don’t know how much
time passed. They stamped over my head when 1 was lying on the ground. I don’t
remember the rest. I lost consciousness there. I don’t know how I was brought to the

hospital. When I opened my eyes, I saw a lawyer. I was very scared. I was crying.



There were policemen too. 1 said ‘Don’t give me to the soldiers. They will kill me’. The
lawyer said: "Don’t be afraid. I am here. Your relatives are here. They can’t beat you

any more’. This is all I remember, nothing else. This is what they have done to me.’

.
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The lawyer Osman SIBAN saw when he regained consciousness in the hospital was
Jinda KOCAK, his aunt’s daughter. Lawyer KOCAK recounts what's happened in

the hospital as follows:

“Osman SIBAN is my uncle’s son. I call him uncle. He started crying when he saw
me. I asked him if he recognized me. He said ‘Yes’. He was crying without pause, his
memory was cloudy. While crying, he said ‘I have been here for three months. Why
did you leave me? Why did you not look after me?’. I said "Don’t be afraid. We are all



here. You are not alone. Your relatives are outside, your lawyers are here. You are not
alone. They can’t do anything to you’. He was crying like a child. I asked him ‘What
happened to you, uncle?’. He said ‘They took me, tens of soldiers, gendarmeries were
hitting me. They beat me. They hit me so much, so much, so much’. He was repeating:
‘They beat me so much’. I asked him if they were thrown off the helicopter. He started
crying again. ‘If I say yes, they will do worse things. They will do bad things again’.
There were a lot of police officers in the hospital room. My uncle was scared of them
too. He was saying ‘Save me. Get me out of here’. We were both crying. I told the
police officers to leave. I said ‘Leave us so that we can at least cry in peace’. They
didn’t leave. 1 told them that they cannot be here because there were no arrest orders.
They told me that they were ordered to be here, they can’t leave. After some quarrels,
their chief phoned the prosecutor, and then they left the room. When they left, my
uncle started recounting the same things as he cried. He was continuously saying that
‘They beat us. They beat us too hard. Tens of gendarmeries beat us.” Crying, he told
me that he wanted to see his family, his children. After more quarrels with the officers,
we managed to bring his wife, Medine SIBAN, into the room with prosecutor’s

approval. He was continuously crying, and I couldn’t ask anything else”.

I - AFTER HIS DISCHARGE FROM THE HOSPITAL, IT WAS REVEALED
THAT A DELEGATION FROM HDP WOULD BE COMING, SO OSMAN SiBAN
WAS TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL AGAIN FOLLOWING A RAID TO HIS
HOUSE:

On 20 September 2020, Osman SIBAN was discharged from the hospital to be taken
to his relatives” home. Relatives were told the next day that an HDP delegation
would visit SiBAN on 22 September. However, before the delegation could arrive,
the family was confronted by the police in their home. Following a morning raid at
about 05.00, SIBAN was taken back to the hospital. The police officers claimed that
there was an order from the prosecutor to take SIBAN back to the hospital for the
completion of some medical procedures, however, SIBAN was taken to the military
hospital instead of Van Training and Research Hospital. SIBAN was held in the
hospital until late into the night, and was discharged on the condition that he would
be taken to Mersin by an ambulance. SiBAN, who was brought to Mersin, is under

treatment in his home.



J-SERVET TURGUT’S AUTOPSY:

After twenty days in coma, Servet TURGUT died on 30 September 2020, and his
corpse was taken to Forensic Medicine Department of Van Hundredth Year
University for an autopsy. According to those who have seen TURGUT's body, his
entire body was stamped on, and almost all of his bones were broken. There were lot
of bruises on his body. His fingers were broken, and his front teeth were missing.
According to one witness who has seen the body: “It was as if a truck had piled

excavations on his body”.

According to the witnesses who were present in the Forensic Medicine Department

at the time of TURGUT's autopsy, the following events occurred:

1+ Witness: “They did not let us in. The prosecutor was coming out at that time. There was
an imam among us, we asked the prosecutor to allow our imam to wash TURGUT’s body but
he didn’t allow it. In an area across the Forensic Medicine Department, we spoke to the
prosecutor while we smoked cigarettes. The prosecutor pointed towards some people waiting
there and he said: "This is Corps Commander, this is the Brigadier General’. There were two

colonels but they were in civilian attire”.

2+ Witness: “The prosecutor Ismail KOKER was present during the autopsy. There was an
independent doctor from Human Rights Foundation of Turkey, and a lawyer; they observed
the autopsy. What's interesting is that during the autopsy, during those 3-4 hours, Major
General of Van Army Crops Hiiseyin KURTOGLU and Van Gendarmerie Commander
Brigadier General Yiiksel YIGIT were waiting around the Forensic Medicine Department in

civil attires. I think there was also another commander with them.

K - The uncovering of the events and the allegations about the throwing of the

citizens off the helicopter:

It was journalists from Mezopotomya Ajansi (MA - Mesopotamia News) who first
revealed that SIBAN and TURGUT were in intensive care following their
detainment and they were in coma; these journalists were arrested for this news.
Because of their determined pursuit and the news pieces they wrote, journalists
Cemil Ugur and his colleagues MA News Director Adnan BILEN and Jin News



reporter Sehriban IBA were taken into custody on 6 October 2020, and on 9 October

they were arrested on the grounds of previous investigations.

The first news piece about the event was published on 13 September 2020, with the
headline: “They surfaced two days after their detention”. During the next few days,
news pieces revealing that TURGUT and SIBAN were hospitalized as a result
tortures, and that they were beaten and thrown on the ground from a distance, were
published."

s

11 http://mezopotamyaajansi25.com/search/content/view/109348



Gozaltina alindiktan 2 giin sonra
hastanede ciktilar

glincel 17:02 13 Eyliil 2020

VAN BOLGE EGITIM VE ARASTIRMA HASTANESI

gl

VAN - Catak'ta askerler tarafindan gozaltina alindiktan sonra 2 giin kendilerinden haber
alinamayan Servet Turgut ve Osman Siban'in, Van merkezdeki bir hastanenin yogun bakim
Unitesinde tedavi altina olduklari égrenildi.

Van'in Catak ilge kirsalinda Servet Turgut (35) ve Osman Siban adh yurttaslar, 11 Eylul'de
operasyona cikan askerler tarafindan gozaltina alindi. Helikopterle mezradan gétirildikten
sonra kendilerinden haber alinmayan yurttaslar, 2 giin sonra Van Bolge Egitim ve Arastirma
Hastanesi'nin yogun bakim nitesinde tedavi altinda olduklari ortaya ¢ikti.

Hastane 6niinde bekleyen 2 yurttasin yakinlari, Turgut ve Siban’in yaklasik 4 ay 6nce Mersin'den
otlarini bigmek icin mezraya geldigini aktardi. 11 Eylil'de mezraya gelen askerlerin Turgut ve
Siban'i gozaltina aldiklarini dile getiren yakinlari, uzun ugraslar sonrasi 2 kisinin hastanedeki
yogun bakimda tedavi gérdikleri bilgisini aldiklarini kaydetti.

Yogun bakim initesinde tedavileri siiren 2 kisinin durumunun agir oldugu 6grenildi.

Hastanede nébet tutan polisler, yakinlarinin 2 kisiyle gériismelerine izin vermiyor.

MA / Cemil Ugur

On 13 September 2020, the day on which the news started circulating, HDP Van
Deputy Murat SARISAC released a statement from his Twitter account, and claimed
that Servet TURGUT and Osman SIBAN were thrown off a helicopter. SARISAC,
who said that this claim was backed by some eye witnesses, argued that although the
details are unclear, two citizens who were taken healthy ended up in intensive care

units after heavy torture.”

12 https://twitter.com/muratsarisac/status/1305183465021804546



Murat Sansan @muratsarisac - 13 Eyl
Ailerlerle hastanede yaptigimiz gérigmede,Servet Turgut ve Osman $iban‘in

tarlalarinda caligirken askerler tarafindan tartaklanarak helikoptere bindirilmig
ve iki giindirde haber alinamiyordu. Ailelerin yogun gabalar sonucu ikisinin
de Van Bélge Egitim ve Arastirma Hastanesinin

:._," Heval Arslan @arasarslanmira - 13 Eyl

Van Catak'ta askerler tarafindan iki glin 6nce gozaltina alinan Servet
Turgut ve Osman $iban'in askerler tarafindan helikopterden atildigr da
belirtiliyor. ( gorgi taniklar) bilgiler netlestikge sizlere aktaracagiz..
@muratsarisac

QO 6 0 352 Q 557 &

Murat Sarlsan @muratsarisac - 13 Eyl

Yogun bakim unitesinde , birinin EntUbe oldugu digerinin de bilincinin agik
oldugunu ve gorgu taniklarina gore bu iki kiginin helikopterden atildigini
aktardilar. Helikopterden atilsin veya atilmasin gergek su ki, ikisi de
koylnde,arazilerinde ¢aligirken askerler tarafindan +

O 1 T 40 Q 102 w
Murat Sanisa¢ @ @muratsarisac - 13 Eyl

alinip, igkenceyle bilinglerini kaybedip yogun bakima alinacak hale
getiriliyorlar. Servet Turgut ve Osman Siban * in kdyleri 1989 da zorla
bosaltildigi i¢in biri Van'in Edremit ilgesinde digeri de Mersin'de ikamet
ediyor ve her sene yaz aylarinda koylerine gidip +

C A A
Q

D1 1 42 QO 124 o
Murat Sarisac @ @muratsarisac - 13 Eyl
kendi topraklarinda giftcilik yapiyorlar. Diliyor ve umuyoruz ki her iki

yurttagimizda biran dnce sagligina kavugurlar. Biz bu olayin her tirla takipgisi
olacagiz.

O 1 T 40 QO 140 T,

On 17 September 2020, Following SARISAC’s statement, MA reporter Cemil Ugur
revealed that Servet TURGUT, who was registered as “unnamed patient” in Van
Training and Research Hospital, sustained injuries caused by ‘falling off’ according
to a forensic report.» A similar epicrisis report which highlighted the ‘falling off’ and
‘beating’ was written for Osman SIBAN in Private Lokman Hekim Hospital and Van

Training and Research Hospital.

13 http://mezopotamyaajansi25.com/search/content/view/109689
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On 20 September 2020, MA reporter Cemil UGUR wrote a news piece with the

headline: “Hospital reports are confirmed: They were thrown off the helicopter”,

which revealed that the epicrisis report written for Osman SIBAN in Van Training

and Research Hospital showed that SIBAN sustained “injuries caused by falling off

a helicopter”.

'Helikopterden atildi’ denilen kisinin

darp raporu: Yiiksekten diistii

glincel 12:15 17 Eylil 2020

VAN - Gozaltina alindiktan 2 giin sonra yogun bakimda olduklari ortaya ¢ikan yurttaslardan
Servet Turgut'un darp raporunda, “Isimsiz hasta yiiksekten diisme sebebiyle getirildi” denildi.
Gorgu taniklari, "Helikopterden atildi" iddiasinda bulunmustu.

Van'in Gatak ilcesinde operasyona ¢ikan askerler tarafindan 11 Eylil'de gézaltina alinan ve 2
giin sonra Van Bolge Egitim ve Arastirma Hastanesi'nde yogun bakimda olduklari ortaya ¢ikan 7
cocuk babasi Servet Turgut (55) ve 8 ¢ocuk babasi Osman Siban'in (50) tedavileri halen devam

ediyor. Ailelerin de hastane oniindeki bekleyisi surlyor.

‘YUKSEKTEN DUSME’ RAPORU

Ote yandan, Siban’in iskence gérdigiine dair darp raporunun ardindan Turgut'a dair hazirlanan
darp raporuna da ulasildi. Askerler tarafindan énce 6zel bir hastaneye ardindan Van Boélge Egitim
ve Arastirma Hastanesi'ne gétiiriilen Turgut'un darp raporunda, “Isimsiz hasta yiiksekten diisme
sebebiyle getirildi. Entibe hasta” notu yer aldi. "Yiiksekten diisme" bilgisinin, bilingleri kapali bir
sekilde 2 kisiyi hastaneye getiren askerler tarafindan verildigi tahmin ediliyor.

GORGU TANIKLARININ iDDIASI

S0z konusu "yliksekten diisme" ifadesi, Halklarin Demokratik Partisi (HDP) Van Milletvekili Murat
Sarisag'in gorgu taniklarina dayandirarak yaptigi "helikopterden atild" iddiasini giiglendiriyor.

HDP'li Sarisag, olaya dair yaptigi paylasimda, "Ailerlerle hastanede yaptigimiz gorismede,
Servet Turgut ve Osman $iban'in tarlalarinda galigirken askerler tarafindan tartaklanarak
helikoptere bindirilmis ve iki glindiirde haber alinamiyordu. Ailelerin yogun ¢abalari sonucu
ikisinin de Van Bolge Egitim ve Arastirma Hastanesinin yogun bakim Unitesinde, birinin entiibe
oldugu digerinin de bilincinin a¢ik oldugunu ve gorgii taniklarina gére bu iki kisinin helikopterden
atildigini aktardilar. Helikopterden atilsin veya atiimasin gercek su ki, ikisi de
koylinde,arazilerinde ¢aligirken askerler tarafindan alinip, iskenceyle bilinglerini kaybedip yogun
bakima alinacak hale getiriliyorlar” ifadelerini kullanmisti.

RAPORUN DEVAMI
Darp raporunun devaminda ise, her iki gézde ve her iki kulakta deri altindaki kilcal damarlarin
zarar gordiigu, kanin deri altina sizdigi, her iki el ile gégus 6n duvarinda derinin en Ust

tabakasinin kalktigi ifadelerine yer verildi.

MA / Cemil Ugur

14 http://mezopotamyaajansi25.com/tum-haberler/content/view/110025
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gincel  politika kadin  dinya ekonomi-emek  kiiltir sanat  ekoloji

Hastane raporuyla dogrulandi:
Helikopterden atildilar

giincel 21:30 20 Eylal 2020

VAN - Van'da goézaltina alindiktan sonra iskence gordugu ortaya cikan Osman Siban ve Servet
Turgut'un, helikopterden atildiklari hastane raporuyla kanitlandi.

After the confirmation of allegations by hospital reports, many representatives of
opposition political parties, from within and outside the Parliament, along with
rights organisations, released statements of condemnation and requested for the
perpetrators to be uncovered. Governorship of Van, which remained silent in the
face of torture allegations until that day, released a statement on 21 September 2020,
refuting the allegations. The statement claimed that a PKK member was killed during
the operations on 11 September 2020, and Servet TURGUT was detained for spying
on the operations and acting suspiciously: “The person did not obey the police officer’s
warnings, he attempted to escape and then fell on a rocky ground and was hurt. Despite his

resistance, he was appropriately taken into custody”.

In the same statement, it is claimed that Osman SIBAN was detained on the grounds
that he “helped and assisted” PKK members: “The person resisted detention in the same
region, but he was appropriately taken into custody. For the detention procedures, these (2)

suspects and a neutralized PKK member were taken into a helicopter and brought to Van



Gendarmerie Command Post at around 19.00. The suspects were taken to the nearest private
hospital by ambulances, and then were sent to Van Region Research Hospital”. It was also
stated that legal and administrative investigations were underway in response to the

allegations.*

T.C. VAN VALILIGI VALILIK ¥ VAN  ILGELERIMiZ  HiZMETLERIMiZ~ GUNDEM >  iLETigiM

Van Valiligi Basin Duyurusu...

Van lli Catak licesi Andicen Mahallesi Surik Mezrasi kirsalinda bulunan BTO mensuplarini etkisiz hale getirmek maksadiyla 11
Eylal 2020 tarihinde icra edilen operasyon neticesinde; (2) BTO mensubu etkisiz hale getiriimis (1) personel yaralanmis (3)
personel sehit olmustur. Temasi muteakip bolgede yapilan takip ve tarassut esnasinda catisma alanindan kacan (1) terorist daha
dere icinde tespit edilerek cikan catisma neticesinde etkisiz hale getirimistir.

S6z konusu terdristin etkisiz hale getirildigi yerde gozetleme yapan ve supheli hareketler sergileyen (1) sahsin S.T bulundugu
tespit edilmig, sahsin dur ihtarina uymayarak kacmaya calistigi esnada kayalik alanda dustagu ve yaralandigi gézlemlenmis,
mukavemet gostermesine ragmen yakalanip usuline uygun olarak muhafaza altina alinmistir.

Bolgede BTO mensuplarina yardim/yataklik ettigi degerlendirilen O.$ isimli sahis ayni bélgede mukavemet gostermesine ragmen
usuline uygun olarak muhafaza altina alinmigtir.

Gozalti islemlerinin yapilmasi maksadiyla (2) supheli sahis ve etkisiz hale getirilen (1) BTO mensubu operasyon bolgesinden
helikopterle alinarak, 11 Eylul 2020 gina saat 19.00 sularinda Van Il J. K.igina getirilmistir. Stpheli sahislar hazirda bekleyen
ambulanslar ile dncelikle en yakin 6zel hastaneye, muteakiben Van Bolge Arastirma Hastanesine sevk edilmistir.

0.S isimli sahis tedavi islemlerinin tamamlanmasini mateakip 20 Eylal 2020 guna taburcu edilmistir. S.T isimli sahsin tedavisine
devam edilmektedir.

Izahi yapilan iddialarla ilgili olarak Van Cumhuriyet Bassavciliginca 11 Eylil 2020 tarihi itibariyla adli surec ve es zamanl olarak
idarece idari sorusturma baslatiimis olup olay butiin boyutlariyla titizlikle degerlendiriimektedir.

Kamuoyuna saygiyla duyurulur.

On 24 September 2020, in a television programme on TGRT Haber, Minister of
Interior Siileyman SOYLU said that the helicopter’s doors cannot be opened until it
is very close to the ground, and he refuted allegations about the citizens being
thrown off. SOYLU reiterated the claims of Van Governorship: Servet TURGUT fell
on a rocky ground, and Osman SIBAN was assisting the terrorists. He said that “The
clashes were ongoing. Soldiers saw another person. They saw that he threw something into
the water. They started chasing him. During the chase the soldiers did not kill him because he
was unarmed, and he fell of on rocky ground and was injured... They were also followed by
drones. Because these people, the terrorists, came out of their homes to this spot. They were
previously found in a home. Their connection to this house is clear. Then they are taken into
the helicopter, the helicopter lands with everyone in it. You claim that they were thrown off,

but have you ever been on a helicopter? I frequently use helicopters because of my work. It is

15 http://www.van.gov.tr/van-valiligi-basin-duyurusu



my work. The doors cannot be opened before it lands. The helicopter lands and then the doors

will open”

Despite SOYLU's claims, some news pieces published by the state’s official news
agency Anadolu Ajansi (AA — Anadolu Agency) contain certain images which show
that SOYLU's claims are false.

On 17 May 2020, a news piece was published which showed that a military
helicopter returning from an operation in the rural areas of Tunceli could fly on high

altitude while its doors were open.”

A video record used for a news piece dated 16 July 2020, detailing the fall of a
helicopter which resulted in the deaths of 7 soldiers, shows that the military
helicopter can fly with its doors open, and a soldier stands upright on a platform

outside the helicopter.*

16 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuNcw-iwzXs

17 https://www.anadoluimages.com/p/kahraman-helikopter-pilotunun-kayaliklardaki-mehmetcigi-tek-tekerle-
tahliyesi-nef/19806239

18 https://www.anadoluimages.com/p/vanda-kesif-ucagi-dustu-7-sehit-3/20144584



On top of these, interviews with witnesses in Van city centre reveal that the
allegations about TURGUT and SIBAN originated from the soldiers. According to
the statements of the villagers, Servet TURGUT and Osman SIBAN, who were

detained at around 16.00-17.00 and taken into a helicopter, were tortured by being
beaten during their entire flight.

Following the helicopter’s landing in Van Gendarmerie Command Post, the villagers
were thrown onto the concrete ground and the torture continued. TURGUT and

SIBAN were lynched by many soldiers.

The conditions of the villagers worsened due to the tortures, and on 11 September
2020, at around 19.00, they were taken by civilian looking gendarmeries in separate
cars to the two different branches of Private Lokman Hekim Hospital in Van.
TURGUT, whose condition was worse, was taken to the Lokman Hekim Van
Hospital on Ziibeyde Hanim Avenue in Cumhuriyet Neighbourhood, which had
better facilities, and SiBAN, who was relatively in better condition, was taken to

Lokman Hekim Life Hospital on Milli Egemenlik Avenue in Serhat Neighbourhood.






According to the registries, Osman SIBAN was handed over to the hospital staff by

Fuat A., who was employed in Van Gendarmerie

e
by Loxmnn o \
ADELVAKA BILDIRIM FORMI :
e OSMAN SIRAN ‘
e S St La E ). N
ol AOVAThcm WA en (M) e m‘w.
oty e A e Tavih Ve Saat:
Frotakel o E g
Doges Tarii e e :‘.—M

Camivety
Otarin Gergeklestigi Yer! VN GAarsk A ALt

lavin Gereeklesnign far th Ve sant //049-,&'}:/ c
Aildistm Yagulan hollak 4}} Pf‘j s &f //Jr 24

wildirsis Yagrlamn iy Sevadt

otem s | B Gt 1o Ashos Povrariad yer Skbmia 53 Sfanr fi

-
! Tlaae Dass Tk Karas
B
oo ke [Kesic-Deis: Alet Yaranmas:
| 1hm Sebebi Relirienemenustirtfipheh Ol
[rnbn
[ciave! Sakdirs lddasy Veya Saplesi
e |
! :'\mc).l
Iam:
Cikan Givsi Ve Cisimler.
4 £ o Teslim Alan Memwsm }:;:t::::: Yakoms,
o Teslin Sdve Rowm et :
‘. e SR 4 Gorevt ‘
: enlim, o Xkl 2 S
B s in2a
it siLicl
AN E!E 3 »

According to the witnesses, emergency doctors carried out an immediate medical
treatment on SIBAN, who sustained heavy bruises to his face and body; however,
they suspected of cerebral bleeding and transferred SIBAN to Van Training and
Research Hospital, which had better facilities.

The witnesses recounted that the civilian looking gendarmeries who brought SIBAN
to the hospital addressed the hospital staff and other people and said: “These are
terrorists. We caught them during a clash, but they tried to escape by jumping off the

helicopter”. Following on from these statements, we can say that the allegations about



Helikopterden atilan Siban zorla

“falling of, or being thrown off” originated from the perpetrators. The soldiers
thought that a true statement about the tortures and lynching which resulted in
heavy injuries could not be made. Their words which were spoken to the hospital
staff and other people around, were heard by the families which found their
relatives in intensive care units, and the relatives then passed these words on to

lawyers, journalists, and HDP Deputy Murat Sarisac.
L — Arresting of Journalists

It was Mezapotamya Ajans1 (MA) which revealed to the public the details of SIBAN
and TURGUT’s detention and their following resurfacing in coma in a hospital.
MA'’s reporter Cemil UGUR, wrote many news pieces about the events starting from
13 September 2020, and News Director Adnan BILEN serviced these pieces.
Sehriban IBA, who is a reporter for Jin News, is another journalist who worked on
the same case. The determined pursuit of these three journalists kept the torture
allegations in public discussion, and they ensured that political parties and

representatives from rights organisations would react to the events.

F n
askeri hastaneye gotiriildi Oliimle tehdit edildik

Hastane raporuyla dogrulandi:

Helikopterden amidilar iskenceye suc duyurusu: Askerler former MA editor Nazan SALA who was

On 6 October 2020, Cemil UGUR, Adnan
BILEN and Sehriban IBA along with the

'Sizi taranz' dedi

$’;ban n

also working for Van Municipality, and
former MA distributors Fehim CETINER
and Siikran ERDEM were taken into

ordiigu iskence
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Gozaltina alindiktan 2 giin sonra
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against these journalists on the grounds that
they were “Members of PKK/KCK and

they assisted terrorists through institutions

kardesi: Gozaltina aldiklarinda bir

e oyt yoitu of news and culture”. KOKER also leads

the case about the military personnel who
have tortured TURGUT and SIBAN.



Adnan BILEN, who was tried in 2018 resulting with the decision of non-prosecution,
along with other journalists Cemil UGUR, Sehriban IBA, the former editor Nazan
SALA were questioned by the prosecutor about their news sources, some voice
records of their phone calls, and their news memos. On 9 October 2020, the
journalists were arrested by the order of Van 3« Criminal Court of Peace, on the
grounds that they were PKK members. The distributors CETINER and ERDEM
were released on probation. It was stated by the court that these journalists were
“frequently, diversely and densely” involved in news writing, and their profession
was utilized in the service of PKK/KCK to the detriment of the Turkish state. The
court claimed that “these journalists were reporting public incidents and conducting
interviews in alignment with KCK ‘s perspective and orders, and they were
spreading propaganda and agitation in the service of KCK/PKK”. The judges wrote
in the arrest warrant that the identity cards of these journalists were “not official”,
and since “valid press cards could only be given to those who satisfy the
conditions of Presidency of the Republic of Turkey Directorate of
Communications, these people, who cannot satisfy the conditions, are not actually

journalists”.
M - In place of a conclusion

Why these journalists, who, despite the government’s annoyance, reported on the
allegations concerning the helicopter and the torture, were arrested on the grounds

of prior investigations requires further explanation.

It is apparent that the allegations concerning the “throwing off of the citizens from
the helicopter”, which shaped public discussion and were taken up by the
opposition, rights activists, and the media, have originated from the perpetrators

who have tried to hide the real story by inventing an “official lie”.

The gendarmeries’ claim that “they have jumped off the helicopter”, has gone into
medical registers as “falling off from a distance”, and therefore “falling off from the
helicopter”. This crime committed by the soldiers, and the tortures and lynching
which resulted in the death of one citizen and serious injuries sustained by the other,

was tried to be covered by the claim that “they have jumped off the helicopter”, and



therefore it is established by the families, and by Turkey’s public discussion that

following tortures and beatings, these citizens were “thrown off from the helicopter”.

So, the lie of the perpetrators has turned into the truth of the defendants, and the
mass beating, torture, and lynching of these citizens, which form the basis of the
whole event, are overshadowed. It is clear from Osman SIBAN’s statement that
“falling off, or being thrown off” the helicopter is just one detail of an entire night
of tortures and lynching, and it is these heavy tortures and lynching which killed one

citizen and seriously injured the other



